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Home to Bollywood, bazaars, skyscrapers and slums, Mumbai has become a byword for
everything that is Indian. But the movie stars, underworld gangsters and slum-boys
that once ran the city are beginning to be shaken up by a new class of international

citizen. Here's why the city has gone global




® MUMBAI GOES GLOBAL

THE CHINESE RESTAURANT DYNASTY
Mumbai’s residents have long savoured small-eats. First came
the grab-and-go pakoras, patties and bite-sized puris along
Chowpatty Beach, followed by a citywide hankering for sushiand
Tibetan momos. Now it's all about dim sum. What luck then, that
Hong Kong entrepreneur Alan Yau has opened outposts of his
Michelin-starred London restaurants Hakkasan and Yauatcha in
the glitzy suburb of Bandra, home to the Bollywood brat pack.

Yauatcha welcomes diners with a 26-foot high glass facade
and décor that conjures up a traditional Chinese teahouse, albeit
one with white Italian Satvario marble and a ceiling-high wooden
tea display. Since opening at the tail of last year, foodies have
happily queued up to try its 55 varieties of dim sum, along with
15 bespoke blends of tea and 64 different wines. Flasher din-
ers gravitate towards Hakkasan, designed by Parisian duo Gilles
& Boissier, for a recession-be-damned dinner of Pi Pa duck or
roasted silver cod with honey; before heading to the on-site Ling
Ling lounge for anindulgent Chinese mule nightcap.
yauatcha.com; hakkasan.com

THE JAPANESE CONCEPT STORE

Paying homage to Japan — its slogan is “Bollywood goes to
Tokyo” — Obataimu is a new studio and boutigue in downtown
Kala Ghoda that specialises in the little things.

Owner Noorie Sadarangini’s dinky designer-den offers shop-
pers a selection of bookends, hip flasks and limited edition
pieces — everthing from bow ties to abandoned ship parts. This
sort of boutique was once hard to find in Mumbai, but Obataimu
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joins a growing collection of concept stores that are mushroom-
ing across the city (art lovers should also find time to visit the
new concept bookstore CMYK at Raghuvanshi Mills). Somehow,
Sadarangini has also found time to position herself at the fore-
front of Mumbai's burgeoning ‘salon culture’: shops now regularly
pop-up overnight in people’s living rooms and in public spaces.
obataimu.com

THE NEW YORK DELI

Many writers label Mumbai the New York of India, and the new
Smoke House Deli would find itself equally at home in Manhattan
as it does in the state of Maharashtra. It's an artistic take on the
traditional Yiddish deliand is tucked away in the shopping hub
of Phoenix Mills — the perfect place to curl up with a book and
anindulgent sweet-treat. The décor makes the biggest impres-
sionthough as everything from the signage to the main door
has been hand-illustrated, making you feel like you're walking
straight into an Indian sketchbook. + 9122 65619618

Scheduled to open early next year, outposts of Soho House and a
new Shangri-La hotel, both promise to shake up the luxury scene
inthe city. The former will open in an apartment block near Juhu
Beach and incorporates a restaurant, 38 hotel rooms, a private
cinema, gym and spa — the first opening in Asia for the London-
based private members’ club. Meanwhile, the Shangri-La will
open with eight restaurants, a CHI spa, and views over the
millionaire’s stomping ground of the Mahalaxmi Racecourse.
sohohouse.com; shangri-la.com >
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Having trained in Milan and Rome, and launched in Cannes,
Shivan Bhatiya and Narresh Kukreja of Shivan & Narresh are
behind India’s first luxury swimwear brand. They're the first to
offer Indian women handcrafted, stitch-free beachwear made in
Italian fabrics and it's no exaggeration to say that the duo have
single-handedly made the swimsuit an active part of the Indian
wardrobe via their prét-a-porter and made to measure services.
Check out their use of bold colours and modest designs,which
pairs Italian-inspired workmanship with Indian cultural ethos.
Their all-new, all-white flagship store in Pali Hill showcases the
collection and while the prices may be as eye-watering as a full-
body wax, the swimsuits definitely make an impression poolside.
shrivannarresh.com

Inspired by the influential Mumbai-born artist Anish Kapoor, the
city is home to an escalating art scene that is creating an interna-
tional buzz. There are dozens of modern galleries, including the
perennially popular National Gallery for Modern Art and Jehangir
Art Gallery, and the latter is now home to the Terrace Art Gallery, a
new dedicated photography space that's one of only a handful in
the city. Inresponse to growing public demand, the Oberoi hotel
has begun offering a kaleidoscopic art tour of the city, including
stops at Chatterjee & Lal and Project 88. Best of all, visitors can
take tea with the gallery owners, giving a unique, insider view of
India’s vibrant contemporary art culture.

incredibleindia.org; oberoihotels.com

CALIFORNIA’S CULINARY INFLUENCE

Owned by locals Jay Yousuf and Gauri Devidayal, The Table has
been busy collecting accolades since opening just over a year
ago. Diners come to sample the duo’s Californian-influenced
dishes like zucchini spaghetti and yellowfin tuna tataki created by
chef Alex Sanchez, who spent eight years at some of the San 2>
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Francisco Bay Area’'s most-demanding kitchens, including three
Michelin-starred The French Laundry. The superbly conceived
wine-list is reason enough to visit as it includes hard-to-find,
award-winning labels like Kendall Jackson, Parducci and Stone
Cellars. To really impress, book out the stunning 20ft cross-cut
Burma Teak table, from which the restaurant derives its name.
thetable.in

THE SPANISH MAESTRO

Over in fashionable Juhu, Spanish restaurant Arola at the JW
Marriott hotel has been hot on the lips of the city’s gastronomes
and Bollywood elite since opening inJune —movie pin-up Akshay
Kumar is already a fan. Its Michelin-starred chef Sergi Arola —
owner of six celebrated restaurants from Madrid to Paris — has
brought his signature suckling pig and chicken lollipop to town
and is now preparing to revolutionise the city’s cocktail culture
with Mumbai's largest prohibition-era gin cabinet.
jwmarriotthotelmumbai.com

REALITY TV CHEFS

With American TV stars Bryan and Michael Voltaggio behind the
concept, and James Palm (formerly of NoMI in Chicago) in the
kitchen, Ellipsis has become the byword for the new Mumbai.
It teems with wealthy young things most nights, who delight in
German designer Thomas Schoos’ mismatched furniture and
obscure oil-paintings (stylistically more Berlin than Mumbai). Alex
Day and David Kaplan of New York bar Death & Co were consult-
ants for the bar menu, leaving Mumbai socialites with the burning
question: why go to the US, when it can come to you?

+9122 66213333

5’ Gulf Air flies to Mumbai seven times per week. Book online at gulfair.com
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g Gulf Air flies to Kabul 6 times per week. Book online at gulfair.com
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